UF-172 is a fancy-leaved cultivar uniquely characterized with large attractive pink blotches and red petioles. It is intended for use in large containers and sunny landscapes. It has demonstrated high tuber yield potential and performed well in container forcing and landscape use. Its performance as a pot or landscape plant was significantly better than 'Carolyn Whorton', 'Fannie Munson', or 'White Queen'. 'UF-172' also sprouts earlier than these existing commercial cultivars. These characteristics should benefit growers producing tubers, those marketing potted or bedding plants, and consumers and landscapers using caladiums.
Origin
'UF-172' (Fig. 1) was initially selected in 2004 as GCREC-3141 out of a population of progeny from a cross made in 2003 between 'White Christmas' and 'Red Flash' (Fig. 2) . 'Red Flash' was used as the male parent because of its plant vigor, performance in large containers and landscapes, large tubers, large plant and leaves, and tolerance to sun burns. 'White Christmas' was selected as one of the parents because of its large blotches and growth habit when grown in containers. The ancestry of these cultivars is unknown. Leaves are peltate, sagitate-cordate, %31 cm long, %19 cm wide with red (RHS 53B, 54A to 54B) palmate-pinnate venation. The upper surface has green (RHS 137A) margins, up to 10 mm wide, bordering the entire leaf except for the basal leaf valley where it is red (RHS 54B). White spots (RHS 155C) may appear randomly in the marginal area. Between primary veins are numerous blotches in various colors, white (RHS 155C), red (RHS 54C to 54D), or yellow-green (RHS 144B), and of various sizes from 3 mm to more than 100 mm, singly or coalesced. The undersurface has a grayed green (RHS 191A) margin, up to 10 mm wide. Primary veins are red (RHS 39D), and secondary veins are grayed green (RHS 194C). Along the major veins is a distinct bleeding band of red-purple (RHS 61B). Blotches are variable in color, from white (RHS 155D) to red (RHS 55C) or yellow-green (RHS 145A), and in size, from several millimeters to more than 100 mm. Petioles are mostly erect, 4 to 7 mm in diameter at the apex and 8 to 15 mm in diameter at the base. Color is grayed red (RHS 182D) with streaks of brown (RHS 200A) near the apex, and changes to grayed purple (RHS 185D) with streaks of black (RHS 202A) near the base. Jumbo-sized tubers (6.4 to 8.9 cm in diameter) are multisegmented, bearing four to six dominant buds. Tuber surfaces are brown (RHS 200D) to grayed orange (RHS 165A) and the cortical area is yellow (RHS 10B). -1 and covered with white-on-black plastic mulch. Caladium seed pieces (tuber pieces, %2.54 cm · %2.54 cm · %2.54 cm) were planted in the beds on 11 Apr. with 15-cm spacing between rows and in rows. A constant water table was maintained below the beds using the seep irrigation system (Geraldson et al., 1965). Osmocote 18N-2.6P-10K 8-9 month controlled release fertilizer (Scotts Co., Marysville, OH) was applied to the bed surface when shoot tips were emerging from the soil with nitrogen (N) at 336 kgÁha -1 . In 2007, the beds (71 cm wide, 21 cm high) were fumigated on 3 Apr. using the same Fig. 1 . Plant of 'UF-172' forced from one intact No. 1 tuber (3.6 to 6.4 cm in diameter) in a 12.7-cm pot.
The tuber was planted 17 Apr. 2008, the plant was grown in a shaded greenhouse, and the photograph was taken 9 weeks after planting. ). Caladium seed pieces were planted on 16 Apr. with 25.4 cm between-row spacing and 15.2 cm in-row spacing. A drip irrigation system was used to provide water (%6 mmÁd -1 ) and 6N-0.8P-3.9K soluble fertilizer with N at the rate of %1.9 kgÁha -1
Ád
-1 (total N at 290 kgÁha -1 per growing season).
Field plots were organized in a randomized complete block design consisting of three replications, and each plot contained 30 propagules. Tubers were dug in Dec. 2006 and Jan. 2008, respectively. Dried tubers were weighed and counted per plot. They were then graded by maximum diameter: No. 2 (2.5 to 3.8 cm), No. 1 (3.8 to 6.4 cm), Jumbo (6.4 to 8.9 cm), Mammoth (8.9 to 11.4 cm), and Super Mammoth (greater than 11.4 cm).
The production index (PI), an indicator of economic value of the harvested tubers, was Landscape performance under full-sun conditions was evaluated in 2006 and 2007 on the same plots used for evaluating tuber production. The overall plant performance was rated on 2 Aug. and 7 Sept. in the 2006 growing season and on 26 July, 28 Aug., and 25 Sept. in the 2007 growing season on a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being very poor (few leaves and lack of vigor) and 5 being excellent (full plants, numerous leaves, and bright color display). At the same time of plant performance evaluation, leaf sunburn tolerance was rated on a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being very susceptible to sun burns and showing numerous sun-damaged areas or holes on leaves and 5 being resistant to sun burns and not showing any sun-damaged areas. At %4 months after planting, plant height, number of leaves, and foliar characteristics were measured.
'UF-172' was vigorous, %50% taller than 'Carolyn Whorton', and %100% taller than 'Fannie Munson' and 'White Queen' (Table 2) . 'UF-172' and 'Carolyn Whorton' produced a Table 1 . Tuber weight, production index, number, and grade distribution of five caladium cultivars (2006 and 2007 8 cm) , No. 1 (3.8 to 6.4 cm), Jumbo (6.4 to 8.9 cm), Mammoth (8.9 to 11.4 cm), and Super Mammoth (greater than 11.4 cm). Tuber distribution data (%) were transformed using the formula arcsine [square root (percentage/100)] before analysis of variance and mean separation. Table 2 . Plant characteristics, performance, and sun tolerance from planting 2.54-cm caladium tuber propagules in ground beds in full sun (2006 and 2007) . 
